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Electrode for Electric Discharge Surface Treatment and 
Manufacturing Method Thereof 

Technical Field 

This invention relates to improvements in an electrode for 
electric discharge surface treatment and a manufacturing method 
thereof used in electric discharge surf ace treatment operations 
for forming a hard coating made of an electrode material on 
the surface of a treated material or a hard coating made of 
a substance in which the electrode material reacts by electric 
discharge energy through the energy by generating electric 
discharge between the electrode and the treated material. 

Background Art 

Conventionally, as a technique of forming a hard coating on 
the surface of a treated material to provide corrosion resistance 
or abrasion resistance, there is an electric discharge surface 
treatment method disclosed in, for example, JP-A-5-148615 . 
This technique is an electric discharge surface treatment method 
of a metal material comprising two steps of performing primary 
processing (deposition processing) using a green compact 
electrode obtained by mixing a WC (tungsten carbide) powder 
and a Co (cobalt) powder to perform compression molding and 



then performing secondary processing (remelting processing) 
by replacing the green compact electrode with an electrode with 
relatively small electrode consumption such as a copper 
electrode. In this method, a hard coating having strong 
adhesion strength to a steel material can be formed, but it 
is difficult to form a hard coating having strong adhesion 
strength to a sinter material such as cemented carbide. 

However, according to our research, it has been found that 
when a material for forming hard carbide such as Ti (titanium) 
is used as an electrode and electric discharge is generated 
between the electrode and a metal material which is a treated 
material, a strong hard coating can be. formed on the surface 
of the metal which is the .treated material without a process 
of remelting. This is because carbon which is a component in 
processing liquid reacts with the electrode material consumed 
by the electric discharge to form Tie (titanium carbide ) . Also, 
it has been found that when by a green compact electrode of 
metal hydride such as TiH 2 (titanium hydride), electric 
discharge is generatedbetween the electrode and ametal material 
which is a treated material, a hard coating with the adhesion 
higher than that of the case of using a material such as Ti 
can speedily be formed. Further, it has been found that when 
by a green compact electrode in which other metals or ceramics 
are mixed with the hydride such as TiH 2 , electric discharge 
is generated between the electrode and a metal material which 



is a treated material, a hard coating with various properties 
such as hardness or abrasion resistance can speedily be formed. 

Such a method is disclosed in, for example, JP-A-9-192937 , 
and a configuration example of an apparatus used in such electric 
discharge surface treatment will be described by way of Fig. 
3. In the drawing, numeral 1 is a green compact electrode 
obtained by compressedly molding a TiH 2 powder, and numeral 
2 is a treated material, and numeral 3 is a processing bath, 
and numeral 4 is a processing liquid, and numeral 5 is a switching 
element for performing switching of voltage and current applied 
to the green compact electrode 1 and the treated material 2, 
and numeral 6 is a control circuit for performing on-off control 
of the switching element 5, and numeral 7 is a power source, 
and numeral 8 is a resistor, and numeral 9 is a hard coating 
formed. By such a configuration, the hard coating 9 having, 
strong adhesion strength can be formed on the surface of. the 
treated material 2 such as steel or cemented carbide through 
electric discharge energy by generating electric discharge 
between the green compact electrode 1 and the treated material 
2. 

There is a problem in that an electrode used in such electric 
discharge surface treatment is difficult to handle unless the 
electrode has a certain degree of strength and also the electrode 
crumbles excessively by electric discharge energy at the time 
of the electric discharge surface treatment and the electrode 



material cannot adhere to the surface of the treated material 
in a state of melting. Also, in case that the strength of the 
electrode is high and the electrode hardens excessively, there 
is a problem in that the electrode is difficult to crumble by 
electric discharge energy at the time of the electric discharge 
surface treatment and processing efficiency reduces. Thus, 
the electrode for electric discharge surface treatment requires 
moderate strength and crumbliness. As a material having such 
properties, metal hydride is given, but since there is danger 
of spontaneous combustion in case that the metal hydride touches 
at water, there is a problem in a safety standpoint . Therefore, 
a practical electrode for electric discharge surface treatment 
including the metal hydride in the electrode material cannot 
be obtained. 

Disclosure of the Inventiory 

This invention is implemented to solve the problems, and an 
object of the invention/s to obtain a practical electrode for 
electric discharge surface treatment and a manufacturing method 
thereof capable o ^reducing manufacturing costs while improving 
processing ef fi/ciency of electric discharge surface treatment 
and having superior safety. 

With an electrode for electric discharge surface treatment 
according to a first invention, in the electrode for electric 
discharge surface treatment used in electric discharge surface 
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treatment for forming a hard coating on the surface of a treated 
material through the energy by generating electric discharge 
between the electrode and the treated material , at least a powder 
of metal carbide and a powder of metal hydride are mixed and 
heating treatment is performed after compression molding and 
hydrogen in the metal hydride is desorbed to be formed. 

With an electrode for electric discharge surface treatment 
according to a second invention, in the first invention, the 
metal carbide is titanium carbide and the metal hydride is 
titanium hydride. 

With an electrode for electric discharge surface treatment 
according to a third invention, in the first invention, amixture 
ratio of the powder of the metal carbide to the powder of the 
metal hydride is set according to desired electrode strength 
and crumbliness. 

With a manufacturing method of an electrode for electric 
discharge surface treatment according to a fourth invention, 
in the manufacturing method of an electrode for electric 
discharge surface treatment used in electric discharge surface 
treatment for forming a hard coating on the surface of a treated 
material through the energy by generating electric discharge 
between the electrode and the treated material , at least a powder 
of metal carbide and a powder of metal hydride are mixed and 
heating treatment is performed after compression molding and 
hydrogen in the metal hydride is desorbed to manufacture the 
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electrode for electric discharge surface treatment. 

With a manufacturing method of an electrode for electric 
discharge surface treatment according to a fifth invention, 
in the fourth invention, the metal carbide is titanium carbide 
and the metal hydride is titanium hydride. 

With a manufacturing method of an electrode for electric 
discharge surface treatment according to a sixth invention, 
in the fourth invention, a mixture ratio of the powder of the 
metal carbide to the powder of the metal hydride is set according 
to desired electrode strength and crumbliness. 

This invention has the following effects since the invention 
is constructed as described above. 

An electrode for electric discharge surface treatment 
according to the first invention and the second invention has 
an effect of providing a low cost and superior safety. Also, 
in electric discharge surface treatment using this electrode 
for electric discharge surface treatment, there is an. effect 
capable of improving processing efficiency while forming a good 
hard coating on the treated material. 

An electrode for electric discharge surface treatment 
according to the third invention has an effect similar to that 
of the first invention, and also the electrode for electric 
discharge surface treatment having strength and crumbliness 
of the electrode suitable for desired electric discharge surface 
treatment characteristics can be obtained, and in electric 
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discharge surface treatment using this electrode for electric 

discharge surface treatment, there is an effect capable of 

forming a good hard coating according to characteristics of 

the treated material. 

A manufacturing method of an electrode for electric discharge 

surface treatment according to the fourth invention and the 

fifth invention has an effect capable of stably supplying an 

electrode for electric discharge surface treatment with a low 

cost and superior safety. Also, in electric discharge surface 

treatment using the electrode for electric discharge surface 
09 

SI treatment manufactured by this manufacturing method, there is 

yj 

fji an effect capable of improving processing efficiency while 

« forming a good hard coating on the treated material. 

O 

yJ . A manufacturing method of an electrode for electric discharge 

s 

CP surface, treatment according to the sixth invention has an effect 

O 

H' similar to that of the fourth invention, and also the electrode 

for electric discharge surface treatment having strength and 
crumbliness of the electrode suitable for desired electric 
discharge surface treatment characteristics can be 
manufactured, and in electric discharge surface treatment using 
this electrode for electric discharge surface treatment, there 
is an effect capable of forming a good hard coating according 
to characteristics of the treated material. 



Brief Description of the Drawings 
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Fig. i\is an illustration showing an electrode for electric 
discharge sHrf ace treatment and a manufacturing method thereof 
according to t^s invention. 

Fig. 2 is an ilPustration showing a configuration example 
of an electric discharge surface treatment apparatus using the 
electrode for electric discharge surface treatment according 
to the invention. \^ 

Fig. 3 is an illustration showing a configuration example 
of an electric discharge surface treatment apparatus using a 
conventional electrode for electri\ discharge surface 
treatment. . \ : 

Best Mode for Carrying Out the Invention 

As shown in the background art, an electrode for electric 
discharge surface treatment requires moderate strength and 
crumbliness and in metal hydride which is a material having 
such properties, there is a problem in a safety standpoint. 
Thus, it is necessary to manufacture an- electrode made of a 
material having strength and crumbliness suitable for an 
electrode for electric discharge surface treatment similar to 
the metal hydride and no problem in the safety standpoint. 
According to experiments performed on various materials for 
this purpose, it has been found that the strength of a green 
compact electrode in which a powder is compressedly molded has 
a close relation to hardness of the powder. That is, when the 



8 



powder has high hardness (for example, metal carbide etc.), 
a shape of the powder is difficult to change even when performing 
compression molding, so that the molding is difficult or there 
is a property of becoming brittle even when the molding is 
possible. Also, when the powder has low hardness (for example, 
powder of metal single etc.), the powder deforms easily when 
performing compression molding, so that there is a property 
of hardening strongly. 

Therefore, it has been found that an electrode for electric 
discharge surface treatment having desired strength and 
crumbliness can be obtained by mixing powders with different 
hardness at a predetermined mixture ratio to perform compression 
molding. 

Next, a case of manufacturing an electrode by mixing a TiC 
powder which is metal carbide (high hardness) and a Ti powder 
which is a metal single ( low hardness ) as powders with different 
hardness to perform compression molding will be described as 
one example. As an electrode for electric discharge surface 
treatment, it is necessary to make a particle diameter of the 
electrode material powders to approximately 10 iim or less in 
order to improve electric discharge characteristics in electric 
discharge surface treatment, but since Ti is a sticky material , 
it is difficult to decrease the particle diameter of the Ti 
powder. That is, in order to grind the powder, an apparatus 
called a ball mill for putting the powder and balls of ceramics 



into a cylindrical vessel to rotate them is generally used, 
but in the case of the Ti powder even using such an apparatus, 
since Ti is a sticky material , a deformation of the powder occurs, 
but fineness of the powder does not proceed too much. Thus, 
in the case that the electrode material is the Ti powder, since 
fineness of a particle diameter of the electrode material powder 
suitable for the electrode for electric discharge surface 
treatment requires extremely high manufacturing costs, a 
practical electrode for electric discharge surface treatment 
cannot be obtained. 

Therefore, it is important to select electrode materials 
capable of mixing powders with different hardness at a 
predeterminedmixture ratio in order to provide desired strength 
and crumbliness to the electrode for electric discharge surface 
treatment and also performing fineness of a particle diameter 
of these powders at practical manufacturing costs. An 
illustration of an electrode for electric discharge surface 
treatment and a manufacturing method thereof according to this 
invention using the electrode materials selected from such a 
viewpoint is shown in Fig. 1. In the drawing, numeral 10 is 
an electrode for electric discharge surface treatment according 
to this invention, and numeral 11 is a TiC powder which is a 
metal carbide powder, and numeral 12 is a TiH 2 powder which 
is a metal hydride powder, and numeral 13 is a Ti powder which 
is a metal single powder. Also, Fig. 2 is one example of an 
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electric discharge surface treatment apparatus constructed 
using the electrode for electric discharge surface treatment 
according to this invention, and in the drawing, numeral 2 is 
a treated material, and numeral 3 is a processing bath, and 
numeral 4 is a processing liquid, and numeral 5 is a switching 
element for performing switching of voltage and current applied 
to interelectrode, and numeral 6 is a control circuit for 
perf orming on- of f control of the switching element 5, and numeral 
7 is a power source, and numeral 8 is a resistor, and numeral 
10 is an electrode for electric discharge surface treatment 
according to this invention, and numeral 14 is a hard coating 
formed on the treated material 2. By such a configuration, 
the hard coating 14 having strong adhesion strength can be formed 
on the surface of the treated material 2 through electric 
discharge energy by generating electric discharge between the 
electrode 10 for electric discharge surface treatment and the 
treated material 2. 

In Fig. 1A, the TiC powder 11 is a material of high hardness 
and the TiH 2 powder 12 is a material of low hardness . As described 
above, strength and crumbliness of the electrode canbe adjusted 
by a mixture ratio of these powders. By experiment, it has 
been found that compressionmolding canbe performed at amixture 
ratio of the TiC powder 11 to the TiH 2 powder 12 with the range 
approximately from 1:9 to 9:1 and strength of a green compact 
increases with an increase in the mixture ratio of the TiH 2 



powder 12 . Therefore, by changing a mixture ratio of this metal 
carbide powder to the metal hydride powder, the strength of 
the green compact can be changed and thus the strength and 
crumbliness of the electrode can be changed. 

Also, the compression molding can be performed by putting 
the mixed powders which are the electrode materials into a metal 
mold and applying a pressure with a press and so on. 

By forming the green compact made of the TiC powder 11 which 
is the metal carbide powder and the TiH 2 powder 12 which is 
the metal hydride powder in this manner, a reduction (1 ii m 
to 3/im or less) in the particle diameter is facilitated. This 
is because the TiC is easy to manufacture a fine powder 
industrially and also it is possible to grind the TiH 2 very 
easily. For example, when the TiC powder with a small particle 
diameter and the TiH 2 powder with a large particle diameter 
are mixed and grinding treatment of the powders is performed 
by the ball mill, the TiH 2 powder becomes fine and the mixed 
powders of TiC and TiH 2 with the small particle diameter can 
be obtained . In this manner, the powders with the small particle 
diameter can easily be formed, so that manufacturing costs of 
the powders can be reduced. 

However, when the powders remain this state, the powders are 
low in strength and tend to crumble for use in an electrode 
for electric discharge surface treatment . Also, there is danger 
of spontaneous combustionby including titaniumhydride . Thus, 
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by mixing the Tie powder and the TiH 2 powder at a predetermined 
mixture ratio and performing heating treatment of the green 
compact (Fig. 1A) obtained by compression molding and 
decomposing the TiH 2 to desorb hydrogen and making metal Ti, 
a practical electrode 10 for electric discharge surface 
treatment (Fig. IB) having moderate strength and crumbliness 
as well as safety can be obtained. 

The heating treatment can be performed, for example, by 
applying high-frequency heating to the green compact of Fig. 
1A in an electric furnace. 

By such a manufacturing method, processing efficiency of 
electric discharge surface treatment can be improved, and a 
low-cost electrode for electric discharge surface treatment 
with superior safety can stably be supplied. 

In the above description, the case of using the TiC powder 
as a metal carbide powder and the TiH 2 powder as a metal hydride 
powder has been shown, but similar effects are obtained even 
when using other metal carbide powders and metal hydride powders . 

Industrial Applicability 

As described above, an electrode for electric discharge 
surface treatment according to this invention is suitable for 
use in electric discharge surface treatment operations. Also, 
a manufacturing method of the electrode for electric discharge 
surface treatment according to this invention is suitable for 
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manufacture of the electrode for electric discharge surface 
treatment . 
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